
2010

IN THE MATTER OF:

NSUARB-NSPI-P510

NOVA SCOTIA UTILITY AND REVIEW BOARD

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ACT

- and-

IN THE MATTER OF: AN APPLICATION by Nova Scotia Power Incorporated ("NSPI")
for Approval of Unforeseen and Unbudgeted ("U&U") Work Order
Greater Than $1 Million: CI# 40425 - Kempt Road Transformer
(P-510/ Matter No. 03715)

To: Ms. Lee Thomson-Lutz
Manager, Capital
Nova Scotia Power Inc.
Email: lee.thomson-Iutz@nspower.ca

From: Board Staff
Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board

Responses Due: Thursday, January 13, 2011

Copies: 3 and an electronic copy (pdf searchable)

Contact Person: Mr. Branko Zatezalo, P.Eng
Senior Analyst
Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board
3rd Floor, 1601 Lower Water Street
Halifax, NS B3J 3S3
Tel: (902) 424-4448
Fax: (902) 424-3919
Email: zatezab@gov.ns.ca

Issued at Halifax, Nova Scotia, this 24th day of December, 2010.
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1 IR-6:

2 On page 4 of 20, under "Why do this project", NSPI states:

3

4 It is expected that one of the three transformers that has not been removed from service

5 to be rewound is at risk of failure due to the high number of faults in the area.

6

7 Please elaborate and provide documentation that support the above statement (such as a

8 study, report, etc.).

9

10 IR-7:

11 With respect to the transformers currentiy being used at the Kempt Road substation, as weii as

12 the two transformers that are being rewound, please provide their age and the remaining life

13 expectancy. Please elaborate.

14

15 IR-8:

16 Based on historical NSPI data, what is a typical life expectancy of transformers being used at

17 the Kempt Road substation?

18

19 IR..9:

20 It is stated that, as the result of recent transformer failures (one on July 5,2009 and the second

21 on September 4, 2010), two transformers were removed from service and shipped to the factory

22 to be rewound. Please identify the factory and its location, and provide the expected dates for

23 return of these units to the Kempt Road substation location.

24

25 IR-10:

26 Please provide a listing of all 138kV system spare transformers that could be utilized at the

27 Kempt Road substation, including multi-voltage and mobile transformers. Identify where these

28 transformers are normally located and which spares are currently in service.

29

30 IR-11:

31 Please describe the use of common spare transformers shared by multiple NSPI's substations.

32

33 IR-12:

34 Please describe the method used by NSPI to determine the optimal number of substation spare

35 transformers.
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1

2

3 IR-13:

4 Please provide a cost breakdown and elaborate on the amount of $46,000 for Other Goods &

5 Services.

6

7 IR-14:

8 Please discuss the other alternatives and provide a justification that an immediate purchase of a

9 new transformer is the lowest cost option.

10

11

12

13

14
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