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appear that all parties have found some measure common common
simply stated, is that to develop a healthy, consumer energy sector

lC'......lOC'C' and to economic
must be market driven competition sector.
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suppliers able to respond to specific consumer needs with the

to offer competitive solutions (not just while at same time
uus,au,ranlcag]mg any consumer. It is this last is creating
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'-'j:;,y.J.U'"'''"u electrical energy ........u ............. is created or, by
the electrical load committed to impact on the implementation
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consumers with a higher likely
introduce some degree pricing volatility. in other
jurisdictions deregulation not been carefully thought through and
implemented would suggest that is a concern for price volatility over
extended periods and impacting on a broader base The recent
Alberta is an example.

price volatility to large industrial power ""'VA...., ....'l ....""'..

been significant some instances.,
volatility overlaid long term trending must be factored
making process by the consumer. unknowns tend to be the stimulus energy
price volatility and the duration over which price volatility is likely to occur. In this
sense, rates may be perceived, at least, as offering those consum¢rs that are
eligible them a more stable, term discounted than a competitive

generate. terms and conditions of rate
contract are indeed an important in balancing the benefit to
consumers.

Simply put, the bottom line is that is no reason NSPI not to have the
flexibility to offer large power consumers competitive rates to retain their
load while at the same time not disadvantaging any other consumers. However,
there must be a forward looking balance of the benefits and risks applied to all

and other stakeholders rates are to offered. The current
proposal by NSPI does meet test. The for Board will be to
rationalize by rates will be and build the
""AI"'I''\'.111'111:'"" a system ofchecks and balances to ensure no captive
customer or stakeholder will disadvantaged by any customer.,.specific
rates. The same principle should apply to an AnAr~T C'11nnl1 ...,r~
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ro""'J":'T"r~ro that Nova Scotians have enjoyed stable electricity prices
t:llnl'"U"""" T'lll of the last Case in 1996. not increased over the

past years and, NSPI is to be believed, are not likely to in
near term. same cannot be said for oil prices, which extremely
volatile retail on a steady increasing trend. Stable electricity rates have
been an benefit, in the term at least, to electricity consumers and a
strategic NSPI. For V'''''''~''''''IJ''V,
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EeANS remains surmonr\.re (with the as
of the principle Retention rates so long as no
disadvantaged.




