
ORDER NSUARB-E-ENSC-R-12
2012 NSUARB 75

NOVA SCOTIA UTILITY AND REVIEW BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ACT

- and-

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION EFFICIENCY NOVA SCOTIA
CORPORATION for Approval of its Electricity Demand Side Management Plan for 2013
to 2015

BEFORE: Peter W. Gurnham, Q.C. Chair
Kulvinder S. Dhillon, P. Eng., Member
Roberta J. Clarke, Q.C., Member

ORDER

WHEREAS Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation ("ENSC") filed an

Application on February 27, 2012 with the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board (the

"Board") for approval of its Electricity Demand Side Management ("DSM") Plan for 2013

to 2015;

AND WHEREAS the Board issued an Order on February 27, 2012 setting

the hearing, timetable and advertising for this Application;

AND WHEREAS the following parties requested and were granted

Intervenor status: the Consumer Advocate (the "CA"); the Small Business Advocate

(the "SBA"); Avon Group ("Avon"); Bowater Mersey Paper Company Limited

("Bowater"); Canadian Oil Heat Association - Nova Scotia Chapter ("COHA"); Halifax

Regional Municipality ("HRM"); Nova Scotia Liberal Caucus Office ("Liberal"); and Nova

Scotia Power Inc. ("NSPI");
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AND WHEREAS Avon, Bowater, the CA, COHA, and Board Counsel

consultants, Multeese Consulting and Synapse Energy Economics Inc.

(USynapse"), issued Information Requests to ENSC accordance with the timetable set

out the Board Order dated February 2012;

AND WHEREAS ENSC by letter dated April 4, 201 requested an

adjournment of the hearing scheduled to commence on April 1 2012 due to errors

its Application and the Board, by letter dated April 4, 2012, granted ENSC's request for

an adjournment;

AND WHEREAS the Board issued an Amended Order on April 16, 2012,

amending the timetable for this proceeding and scheduled the hearing to commence on

May 29, 2012;

AND WHEREAS ENSC filed Revised Evidence on April 18, 2012;

AND WHEREAS Avon, the CA, Multeese and Synapse filed revised

Information Requests as a result of the Revised Evidence filed by ENSC;

AND WHEREAS Avon, the CA, COHA, Multeese and Synapse filed

Evidence in this proceeding;

AND WHEREAS ENSC, Avon, Bowater, the CA, COHA and the SBA

reached a settlement agreement and the Minutes of Settlement were filed with the

Board and parties on May 28, 2012;

AND WHEREAS the hearing was opened on May 29, 2012 and parties

were given an opportunity to ask questions on the settlement agreement;
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AND WHEREAS the Affordable Energy Coalition; laian Archibald; and

Charlotte MacKeeman requested to speak and attended the hearing to speak to

AND WHEREAS the Board has all filings relating to this

Application and is satisfied that the settlement agreement is in the best interests of the

ratepayers;

AND WHEREAS Section 16(b) of the Minutes of Settlement deals with

matters outside the jurisdiction of the Board;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the settlement agreement and Minutes of

Settlement, excepting Section 16(b), attached hereto as Schedule "A" are approved.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that:

1. The Board accepts the recommendations made in the Minutes of Settlement.

2. The Board accepts the Econoler Evaluation Reports and UARB Savings
Verification Report with respect to 2011 DSM Programs.

3. The Board directs ENSC to continue to file evaluation reports.

4. The Board will continue to direct the preparation of the Savings Verification
Reports.

5. The Board directs ENSC to file with the Board the Terms of Reference for the
DSM Advisory Group, once developed.

DATED at Halifax, Nova Scotia this 4th day of June, 2012.
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Schedule "A"
E-ENSC-R-12 DSM SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

c. as _.-..-..-._.-..-."...__

Minutes of Settlement

a

filed

1

Board&

WHEREAS on

5 .~,,",.III.LL.I.I~

I"\a,..l ....~..,lt"r' 1""\11"'10'1t"\r:lII"'tJ scheduled to commence

AND WHEREAS filed to Information Requests (IRs) on March 30,

2012, DSM Plan on April 18, 2012, and additional responses to

IRs on May 9, appreciates the support of DARB and the

Parties in the opportunity to correct certain aspects of the resulting in a

to commence 2012;

was filed on May 22, 2012, and ENSC remains

t:lot"\tlrr:lO't:.:\r1 Stakeholders across Scotia in an open and transparent

and efficient DSM programs in all sectors;

AND WHEREAS the undersigned Intervenors have reached agreement and to resolve

'-''-'.-.,,,.....-..-..-. aspects the Application before DARB, as represented in the attached Schedule "A"

to of Settlement;
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Heat AS~SOC:latlon
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AND WHEREAS ~et:tle]me]l1tare .:JYVI""""'" to

DSM SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

ALL OF wmCH is

Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation

Avon Group

Small Business Advocate

Per: Nelson Blackburn

Canadian Oil Heat Association
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cotms1el or

Consumer Advocate

Per: Bill Mahody

Bowater Mersey

Per: David MacDougall



Per:

Avon

Blackburn

LUltlaO]an Oil Heat ASSfOCI8tl(Ul

L()lnstJlnlE~rAdvocate

Per:



#983041 2



Per:

#98304] 2



E-ENSC-R-IO

Schedule "A"

2013-2015 DSM Plan (AJ]IDeIJIOIX

DSM SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

1. 3

plannIng" cost n Ilr"..... n~·"ff"'_

measures or

Multi-Year Regulatory Process (Appendix B)

Board

Annual Progress Report - r"1","\¥"t-L-"'¥ of of each 1n+,ar-':7'an1Inn

publically file an Annual Progress Report,

cornments, consisting of:

prior year·

multi-year budget.

(b) Significant Changes - If proposes to tnake any "Significant Changes" to the

2 DSM Plan, advance notice will be provided to the DARB and

....,""""AL..._jLJ."'.&.__ ~L...., within Annual Progress Report. Significant Changes include: adding a

new Program or terminating an Program; increasing or decreasing the 2 year

plan budget for total Residential sector Programs or total BNI sector Programs by

more than 25%; or, increasing or decreasing the 2 year plan savings target for the total

Residential sector Programs or total BNI sector Programs by more than 25%;
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E-ENSC-R-IO DSM

Evaluation Activities -

ii)

to

of additional 0"/", 1.....,...t-~I'nCl

including are

as

Quarterly Meetings and Reports - continue to meet ~~~~~~!e'::'--~,{T with the

DARB and regularly meet DSM Group no less than a The

......"""" .. J..I"J.~'-' and will provide quarterly status and highlights, as

communicate course changes within the approved DSM Plan.

3. ENSC shall conduct a Management Audit in 2013,

and stakeholders.

the results reported to the DARB

Amended Cost Allocation (Appendix C)

4. The proposed cost allocation as developed in consultation with Stakeholders and outlined

in Appendix of the Application should be approved whereby:

a. Part 1 allocates all costs to programs so that the total costs of ratepayer-funded

and taxpayer-funded activities can be determined; and

b. Part 2 allocates the ratepayer-funded DSM program costs (EDSM) to NSPI

customer classes for purposes of determining the preliminary and final rate riders

with:
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E-ENSC-R-IO DSM SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

1. costs

5.

are not IJA. ....,_ ..A. __A. to

customer

Evaluation & Verification of2011 Programs

6. do not to of

...aC!.,.,a~1" to 2011 Programs.

Avoided Costs

7. Parties acknowledge the cost-effectiveness of ENSC programs will be

facilitated by even transparency in the inputs and computations that support

NSPI's avoided cost estimates. Parties request that the DARB direct NSPI to enQ:aQ:e

with ENSC and ratepayer representatives in the development and documentation of

avoided costs. NSPI is to file revised avoided cost estimates, based on the documented

method, by June 1, 2013. ENSC will review the revised avoided cost estimates and

determine what, if any, programming alterations are required and reflect such alterations

in the reporting to the DARB and Stakeholders. The Parties agree that in the event that

Integrated Resource Planning is undertaken commencing on or before January 1, 2013, a

distinct engagement with ratepayers respecting avoided costs is not required.

Dual Baseline for Savings Evaluation

8. The Parties that will conduct further consultation and analysis regarding

dual baseline analysis and include this issue in first Annual Progress Report to be filed

with the DARB and Stakeholders.
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E-ENSC-R-IO DSM SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

ENSC Responsibility for DSM Cost Recovery Rider (DCRR)

9.

to

concern

comment on

some

matters

Group

~-rr,.'tr1r1a Cl1"-r"l1"t::llrc11' or directional advice

Minutes of Settlement.

(PDWG) to the DSM

and Stakeholder -na~'C'-nC~I't"1-'(raC' on current or ......~ ......¥£"rll_£"r issues or concerns

including those .L L~".L~• .L __ In

DSM Advisory Group

11.

12. The Parties recommend that the DSM Advisory Group shall collectively develop Terms

of Reference for operation, and that the DSM Advisory Group shall elect/select a

Chair from its constituent members.

13. ENSC to work with Stakeholders, through the DSM Advisory Group:

a) on development of appropriate and cost-effective evaluation of Enabling Strategies

for which will not claiming and

b) to further refine and develop a methodology for analyzing rate and bill impacts for

future reporting and DSM proceedings, to be based on the further recommendations

provided by Synapse; and

c) to improve ENSC's methods for tracking customer participation, including tracking

by customer for each program and in each year, in order to keep track of customers

that may be double-counted. The customer participation data will be used to target

efficiency programs to maxilnize customer participation rates.
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E-ENSC-R-IO

Canadian Oil Heat Association

DSM SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

not

5.

sources I.I.I.""'.I\"I.UI.I.I.;;;"

16. ENSC COHA-NS

#983041

COHA-NS be ra"'.Arcl""1'7C~rt as a stakeholder in future proposed DSM programs and

that oil options be considered for inclusion in energy efficiency and

b) Outside electricity ratepayer DSM programs, ENSC and COHA-NS will meet and

engage provincial representatives in discussions regarding incentives for upgrades to high

efficiency condensing oil heating furnaces.
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