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“We sort of threw out the origi-
nal plans and have been working 
ever since to figure out what the 
next steps would be for this sea-
son,” she said, “and moving for-
ward now that we know at least 
we have one more season to open 
this year we’re getting mighty close 
to opening day and we’re having to 
replan our season all over again.”

E D U C AT I O N  O R  T O U R I S M ?
Anderson said it’s important 

to note that provincial museums 
were originally under the Depart-
ment of Education, a place she 
thinks is more suited than tourism 
which she believes turns institu-
tions of learning into businesses 
that must justify funding.
Museums in Nova Scotia were 

long associated with the Depart-
ment of Education, but were 
shifted into a tourism-and-cul-
ture framework in 1987, returned 
to Education in 1994, and moved 
again in 1999 into a re-established 
Nova Scotia Department of Tour-
ism and Culture.
After that, tourism was separat-

ed out again in 2011, leaving muse-
ums within a culture and heritage 
portfolio, before only recently 
being recombined under Depart-
ment of Communities, Culture, 
Tourism and Heritage.
Anderson believes that back-

and-forth reflects an unresolved 
issue in how museums are un-
derstood by government. When 
placed under Education, they are 
treated as institutions of learning, 
in effect repositories of memory, 
evidence, and interpretation that 
help people understand how soci-
ety came to be what it is.

R E F R A M E D  A S 
AT T R AC T I O N S
She said when placed under 

Tourism, museums tend to be re-
framed as attractions, and judged 
by visitor numbers and econom-
ic impact. She believes the core 
purpose of museums is to con-
nect the public with the past in a 
meaningful, intellectually serious 
way, and that their natural home is 
alongside education rather than 
within a system driven primarily 
by tourism and revenue.
In fact, the stated AHS purpose 

is: “To preserve our heritage by 
making it accessible in ways that 
will inspire curiosity about the 
people, places, and events that 
shape us.”
Anderson said in her experience 

museum staff and visitors have 
conversations, story exchanges, 
and the museum is conduit for 
memory. They learn from each 
other.
“It’s not just what we say at all. 

They come in and they open up 
and share their lives with us,” An-
derson said.
“As a community museum, the 

purpose is right there in the name,” 
said Hoyle. “We work for the com-
munity. It’s everyone’s history that 
we are working to preserve within 
the museum. And beyond the arti-
facts and the exhibits and things 
like that, I think it’s important to 
note that museums do a lot more 
for their community. They’re in-
clusive, welcoming spaces for so-
cialization to start these sorts of 
conversations.”

WAY S  T O  S E RV E 
C O M M U N I T Y
Hoyle said people attend pro-

grams at museums when they 

might not have any interest in the 
artifacts or the exhibits.
“They’ll attend a coffee club 

just because they’re looking for a 
place to socialize. Or they’ll attend 
a music event. Or they’ll come in 
looking for genealogy,” she said. 
“There’s so many ways that mu-
seums serve their community, and 
like the interpreters, we go out 
beyond our buildings and reach 
people where they are in the com-
munity as well.”
“We’re taking it one step at a 

time, one year at a time,” Hoyle 
added. “We know that we’re open 
this season and that we have fund-
ing for this season and we’re going 
to do the best that we can with that 
and continue to provide all the ser-
vices that we always do and con-
tinue to be really open and honest 
with our community about the sit-
uation with as much information 
as we have, but that’s as much as 
we have at this point.”

A LWAY S  B R A I N S T O R M I N G
But in the background, they will 

always be brainstorming.
“Because we can be open this 

year and this year is sort of the 
only guaranteed year that we have 
left of North Hills at this point, 
so it’s a valuable year to assess 
the feasibility of us potentially 
taking it over moving forward,” 
Hoyle said.
“This is the oldest town in the 

province. The signs all say The 
Cradle of Our Nation,” Anderson 
added. “And we take that very 
much to heart. We are proud of 
that designation.”
She said the cumulative effect of 

the recent budget cuts for Annap-
olis Heritage Society as a whole 
amounts to about 33 per cent in 
reduced funding.
She said she believes that instead 

of being eliminated there should 
be more recognition and more 
praise. And more funding to enable 
them to present the area’s history.

The sign says closed, but North 
Hills Museum in Granville Ferry, 
across the basin from Annapolis 
Royal, will re-open this season 
under the Community Museum 
Assistance Program. It’s a stop-
gap measure during a transition 
that could, in the future, see the 
museum owned and operated by 
the Annapolis Heritage Society that 
has operated it on behalf of the 
province for almost 50 years.  

This old barn adds to the historic atmosphere at North Hills Museum in Granville Ferry.  
PHOTOS:  LAWRENCE POWELL

Museum 
reprieve

NORTH HILL MUSEUM
What: A museum located 
in Granville Ferry operated 
by the Annapolis Heritage 
Society.
Where: 5065 Granville Rd.
History: Banker Robert 
Pallen Patterson retired in 
the mid-1950s to open an 
antique shop in Toronto 
and concentrate on his 
passion for English furniture, 
ceramics, silver and glass of 
the Georgian period (1714-
1830). He formed a large 
personal collection over 
the years, and in 1964 he 
purchased a small house in 
Granville Ferry to showcase it.
The property he bought was 
granted to Benjamin Rumsey 
in 1764 and was known as the 
Rumsey Farm until the early 
1800s. The Amberman family 
also owned the property for 
many years. When Patterson 
bought it in 1964, it was 
known as the Amberman 
house. He renamed it 
North Hills, after the North 
Mountain, which rises behind 
the property.
In 1974, the house and 
furnishings were bequeathed 
to the Nova Scotia Museum. 
The collection of furniture, 
ceramics, glass, silver 
and paintings has been 
retained in the house, 
objects placed as they were 
when Patterson lived there. 
The furniture in the house 
represents, particularly, 
three characteristic English 
furniture woods – oak, 
walnut and mahogany. The 
silver gleams, the glassware 
sparkles and the sunlight 
filters through the rosy red 
curtains in the living room.
More online: 
annapolisheritagesociety.com

NEED  TO  KNOW

F R O M  A 1

K AT H Y  J O H N S O N
 
Six of the 12 provincial museums 
slated for closure as part of pro-
vincial budget cuts will reopen as 
community museums operated by 
local societies.
“This is made possible through 

the province’s Community Muse-
um Assistance Program (CMAP),” 
said Meredith Hand, communica-
tions advisor for the Department 
of Communities, Culture, Tourism 
and Heritage.
“CMAP funding offers a 

much-needed bridge for some Nova 
Scotia museums that faced perma-
nent closure after difficult budget 
decisions. The program provides 
participating sites the opportunity 
to remain open and share stories of 
community resilience.”
While Hand didn’t disclose the 

names of the museums, some of 
the historical societies that oper-
ate the museums did via social me-
dia posts, including Perkins House 
in Liverpool.
“The Queens County Histori-

cal Society has received a signifi-
cant and encouraging offer from 
the Nova Scotia Museum to help 
secure the future of this historic 
site,” the society said in a Facebook 
post.
“The proposal includes the op-

portunity for Perkins House to be-
come part of the Community Mu-
seum Assistance Program (CMAP), 

a designation that provides opera-
tional support to community muse-
ums across the province. Through 
this program, the museum will re-
ceive an annual grant of $50,000 – 
funding that will play a vital role in 
ensuring its continued operation 
and preservation.”
The Shelburne Historical Soci-

ety confirmed it also has received 
CMAP funding to operate the Ross 
Thompson House Museum and 
Store while the Cape Sable Histor-
ical Society has been offered the 
funding to operate the Barrington 
Woolen Mill.
In Annapolis County, the An-

napolis Heritage Society board of 
directors said it has accepted an 
offer of CMAP funding to operate 
North Hills as a community muse-
um. The Pictou County Genealo-
gy and Heritage Society also con-
firmed CMAP funding to operate 
the McCulloch House Museum on 
its Facebook page.
To be eligible for the funding, 

museums must be in good stand-
ing with the program.
“This includes having a primary 

mandate to conserve, research and 
exhibit material related to Nova 
Scotia’s human or natural history, 
and to own – or manage by agree-
ment – a publicly accessible col-
lection,” Hand said.
Museums apply annually to the 

program. The funding is reviewed 
every three to five years to main-
tain equity.
“The remaining six of the 12 

museums that were permanently 
closed will remain closed for now. 
These sites are individually more 
complex, and a range of options are 
being considered.”

CMAP funding  
to assist local 
societies

NOVA SCOTIA ENERGY BOARD
NOTICE OF PAPER HEARING

Berwick Electric Commission (BEC) applied to the Nova Scotia
Energy Board on April 8, 2026, for approval of a Capital Work
Order for the Factorydale Hydropower Plant Refurbishment in
the amount of $6,000,000.

The Board will consider this matter in a paper hearing process.

This is a public process, and you may participate as follows:

• You may make written comments by sending a letter
to the Clerk of the Board at P.O. Box 1692, Unit “M”,
Halifax, NS B3J 3S3, or secure file transfer service by
visiting https://board.titanfile.com/NSEB/ or by fax at
(902) 424-3919 by Thursday, July 16, 2026.

• You may request formal standing as an Intervenor, subject
to Board approval. This will allow you to ask Information
Requests (IRs) of the Utility and file submissions. Your
request to become a formal intervenor must be received
by the Board by Thursday, May 7, 2026, IRs must be
filed by Thursday, May 28, 2026, and a copy of your
submissions by Thursday, July 9, 2026.

Full details of the review and any timetable for this matter can
be found on the Board’s website https://nserbt.ca/nseb, by
clicking on “Matters & Evidence”, select “Search Records”,
and in the “Go Directly to Matter” search box, enter Matter
No. M12795.

To assist the Board in using correct forms of address
and pronouns in our hearings and decisions, we invite all
parties, lawyers, and all other participants to share their
pronouns and titles with the Board and each other if they
are comfortable doing so. There is no requirement to
provide this information.


